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Listing of Claims : 



1. (Currently Amended) An image printing apparatus 
comprising: 

an image prdbrrbxrtg means fui: printin g forming section in 
which an image is formed based on the bag is o f image data; 
5 memory which stores at least o ne message and detailed 

aluiaya means for storin g information concerning details of -a at 
least one said message^ JT^ cpci - a t- iug said imaye pi luting 
apparatus; — tend 

display means for displaying Lhi message and for * , when a 
10 message Tor which the inf oumatiun conce - ming th e detai ls of the 
massa g e is sLured in -L»aid ytorage mearre ii> displayed , displaying 
■iU^nCif ication information which indicates that th e d ^Laila of 
th e mes^aga can be displayed 

^display section which displays a messag e and a setting 
15 window for setting a t least one condition for formation of t he 
ima ge ; 

a control section wh ic h controls the d isplay section; a nd 
an- operating section including a h elp kev which is operable 
by a user to instruct the display section to display a help 
20 message thereon;, 

whgrftin if the message displayed bv the display section 
corresponds to the detailed in formation , the display section 
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displays identification information, which indica tes that the 
detailed information corresponding to th e message is available 

25 for display, together with the message; 

wherein the control section causes the disp lay section to 
display the detailed information of the message as the help 
message if the help kev is operated while the identification 
information is displ ayed on the display section? and 

30 wherein the control section causes the d isplay section to 

display detailed information concern:! na the setting window 53 the 
he.l p message if the help key is operated whi le the .identification 
information is not displayed on the display section. 

2. (Currently Amended) ftft The image forming apparatus 
aceorchrn? lo of claim 1, wherein a nd J appaia l u^ fttrfrhe* cofflgriags 
pjuUol meant for causing aaiJ display meatta to display the 
uw&aayi, i>ald aluiaga. meau^ scores the iuIuJiiaaLiou ccneer a ring the 
5 daLaila ul Un maaaagu in gerrrespottdencs ufiLh iuluiiualion 
e oncegftinq the m&aoayw, and aaid uuiiUul means the control , 
section recognizes whether or not fcfeg detailed information 
concerning Lhe di Lulls of the message is stored in said sewage 
means memory , when causing controlljjag said display messms to 
10 tt ibplay section to display the message^ , and cau^a aaid display 
means lu display iiUuiLif icaLiuu JLufuimation log&th&i with the 
maaaa y b, whan recogftiang that Lhe iuf onuaLiun is atox - td. 
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3. (Currently Amended) fttt The imaae forming apparatus 
according to of claim 2, wherein said storage means memory stores 
corresponding correspondence information which indicates that the 
detailed information concerning the daLails of the message is 

5 stored in correspondence with the information concerning the 

message, and said control mcang section recognizes on bhe basis- 
of Lhc corresponding iiiluiiualiori whether or not the detailed 
information concerning Lhc details of the message is stored in 
said 6 tor age mea - r rs memory ba sed on the correspondence. 
10 information. 

4. (Currently Amended) Art The image forming apparatus 
dLAAjidiny bo of claim 2, wherein *aiJ apparatus fu-LLhei eomprrggs 
u peidLiii g irwrarre having a help key whfch is operated by u user to 
instruct said -d isplay means - to display a help message, said 

5 control means section changes display contents on said display 
means section when said operating m&ana section is operated^ - 
and bhe identif icatlon information i± information for identifying 
each ul a plurality of messa g es displayed by ^aid designatin g 
means a r r tegeage for which whether or not bfte inf oriuatiun 
10 concerning th e d et ails o f th e message can be dis p layed on said 
display means - 
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Claims 5-7 (Canceled) . 

8, (Currently Amended) ftrr The image forming apparatus 
ac c ording to of claim 4 1, wherein said bluj-age mean - g memory 
stores the detailed information concerning the setting window in 
correspondence with tire information concerning the setting 
5 window, and said control means determines section recognizes 

whether or not the detailed information concerning the setting 
window is stored in said ^Linage means memory, when the help key 
is operated while the identification information is not displayed 
on said display mearrs- section , and causes controls said display 
10 means section to display the detailed information concerning the 
setting window, when db>L e iiuiuing it is recognized that the 
detailed information concerning the setting window is stored in 
said storage means memory . 

9/ (Currently Amended) ftrr The image forming apparatus 
■ du- u j-din L) to of claim 5- 1, wherein the message and the UtiLdiil^ u£" 
detailed information concerning the message «re respectively 
comprise an operation instruction for the user and details of the 
5 operation instruction, respectiv e ly, and said control frrttdiis 

section c dubej=> controls said display means sectio.n to display the 
details of the operation instruction when the help key is 
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operated while the identification information is displayed 
together with the operation instruction on said display means 
10 .section. LugiLlm. wiLh the operati o n instruoliuti ftM Lha uaci . 

10. (Currently Amended) ftn The image forming apparatus 
geeerddmg lu o£ claim 5 1, wherein the message and the del-ails a* 
detailed in formation concerning the message axe respectively 
comprise a message stating that image printing cannot be started 

5 and details indicating that the image printing forming cannot be 
started, mape u Limly, and said control mwaiii cauats section 
controls, said display mearre section to display the details 
indicating that the image piiuling forming cannot be started, 
when the help key is operated while the identification 
10 information is displayed together with the message stating that 
the image forming nannot be started on said display means 
flection. LuyeLher with the message ffitaLin y Lliat bfac ±mgge 
printing cannot be started. 

11. (Currently Amended) An image printing apparatus 
comprising: 

an image pr inting m e ans for printing forming section in 
which an image is formed based on the basis err image data; 
5 operating means operated by a uicr; 
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a memory which stores a message f o r indicating that imag e 
formation cannot be started and detailed information concerning 
the message; 

a display section w hich displays the message, when the image 
10 formation cannot be started, and a setting window for setting at , 
least one condition for formation of the image;, means for 
changing display cmiLiuila when .said operating means is upeiatcd; 
&rrci 

a control me ans Ion controlling juid di^plaj) me aim, section , 
15 which controls the display sect ion; and 

an operating section including a help key which is operable 
hv a user to i nstru c t the displ ay section to display a help 
message thereon^ 

wherein raid upeia l iiiij means includes a help key for 
20 electin g a faetp function, and when the help key is operated, 
• while the me^aae indicating t ha t t he image form ation cannot be 
started is displayed on the displ ay section, said control means 
causes section controls said display means- section to display 
details iudiiaLing Lhat imaye printing eamtot bu stauLcd the 
25 detailed information concerning the me s sage as the help message , 
and when the help key is operated while a the message stating 
that fanage pointin g indicating that the image formation cannot 
he started cannot be started is not displayed on said display 
mean* section, said control section controls the display section 
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to display detailed information concerning the setting window as 
the help message . 



12. (Currently Amended) An image printing apparatus 
comprising: 

an image piiuLing means foi printin g- forming section in 
which an image is formed based on Lhe b^tia o-f image data; 
5 £jpfc!i.atine f meant, u^e-Lal&d by a userr 

a memory which stores a mes sage that inc ludes an operating 
inst motion for a user and detail e d in formation concerning th e 
operating instruction; 

a display mention which disp lays the message and a setting 
10 window for setting at least o n e condit ion fo r formation of the 
image; mfeana for Utauyirig dibplay conluiiL^ wh i n said updating 
uitjiiins is operated; — and 

a control meaftS for luiiL i olliuy said display means, sectio n 
whir-.h controls the display section ; and 
15 an operatin g s^t.i.on including a help key which is operable 

h y rhs i lse r to instruct t he display section to display a help . 
message thereon; 

wherein ?r aid opera ting m^anc includes a help k^y for 
huleoLlucj a help luncHim, and bald eoirtrrrf: means causes sard 
20 display mearrs to di&play dafcail., ul an iubLjJuctiuu upna Lion for 
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Ihfc user, when the help key is operated while the message 
■ indicating £ha_£ includes the operation instruction for the user 
is displayed on said display means -section, said control sectio n 
^nrrols the ■ display sectio n to display the detailed information 

25 nf the operating .-instructi on as the help message f and 

wherein wbAn the ha l o kev is nparatad while the message that 
includes the proration i nstruction, is not displayed on the 
dis play section, the con t rol .section controls the display section , 
to display detailed information r-nnoerninrr the setting window as 

30 the help message. 

13. (Currently Amended) An image printing apparatus 
comprising: 

an image pi in Ling mem fox p iinting forming section i . n 
which an image is. formed based on bhe basis rf image data; 
5 operating maans operated by a uacr; 

a memory which st o r^ at least one message and detailed 
infor mation <Toncernin o at least one said message/ 

a, display means for Ui^plajlftg a section which displays a 
„ asMfle and a setting window for setting a at least one condition 
10 for formation of the images fcoggbner wiLU a m e ssage-; 

aUuag* means frrr storing infuiiuuLion coneefflinq f l ails of 

Lite mcsaqge; an d 
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a control means £01 ounUolliuy ^id di-splu^ miana, section 
which controls the display se ction; and 

15 an operating section including a h elp key w hich is operable 

hv * nser to instruc t the display section to display a help . 
message thereon; 

wherein &aid ope.Lal.ing m^ns imludei, a help k e y f o r 
selecting a hilp luuiAion, and said muUul means cauae - s - said 

20 display maaiij to display bna d&Laili, erf Lhc majjjmjc, if 

iuIuimaLion coauwiiilug thu deUill* ul Hre mfa^ayi conupunding 
to when the detailed information concerning the message displayed 
on said display means section is stored in said srtiuiciy^ means 
mpmnrv. said control want-ion c ontrols the display a act ton . %o 

25 display the detailed information co n cerning the message as the 
hs-.ln message when the help key is operated, and Ldu&es 

wherein when no detailed in f ormation concerning ths message 
displa ced on the displ a y section is stored in the memory, the 
control section, controls said display means se ction to display 

30 dBLails of the sefrbrng window 1£ information concerning feh e 

defcarfcs u£ the message uuiiixapontling to the message displayed 
on said display means rs not stored in said storage means 
Hailed information conce rn i ng the set ting window as the he ir, 
message . 
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14. (Currently Amended) An image printing apparatus 
comprising^. 

an image yiinting meatra fur printing forming section in 
which an image is formed on a sheet based on Llni La^ of image 

5 ' dataj. [ [ , ] ] 

a control m e ans section for controlling operation of said 

image printing apparatus!. [[/]] 

an operating means lou alluwiug Lh u section via which a user 
Lo perform performs an input operations and 

10 a. display means section for changing a display window in 

accordance with a key inputi. [[,]] 

wherein said operating means section includes a help key for 
allowing the user to select a help function, and said control 
mean* section controls said display meatw section to display 

15 details retailed information indicating that image ^iwLir.g 

formation cannot be started, when the help function is selected 
by the help key while said display meurrs se ction is displaying 
information indicating that the image Pointing formation cannot 
be started. 
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15. (Currently Amended) An image printing apparatus 
comprising.!. 

an image piiuLing mparts l u i piinhing forming section in 
which an image is formed on a sheet based on th« ba^ o£ image 

5 dataj. t [ , ] ] 

a control me ans section for controlling operation of said 

image printing apparatus^. [[,]] 

an operating u^aii^ f u i allaying the section via which a user 

■ fcu perform performs an input operation^ [ [ , ] 1 and 
10 a display «e«w section for changing a display window in 

accordance with a key input i. [[,]] 

wherein said operating mean s section includes a help key for 

allowing the user to select a help function, and said control 

means- section controls said display means section to display 
15 datai frg derailed information of an operation instruction for the 

user, when the help function is selected by the help key while 

said display means ' section is displaying information for the 

operation instruction for the user. 

16. (Currently Amended) An image printing apparatus 
comprising.! 

an image pointing means Lou printing forming section in 
which an image js formed on a sheet based on Lh« baiia -of image 
5 data;. [[,]] 
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a control meians- section for controlling operation of said 
image printing apparatusi. [[,]] 

an operating m e aiiA for allowing the. section via which a user 
to perform performs an input operations [[,]} and 
10 a display itetms section for changing a display window in 

accordance with a key inputjL [ [ , ] ] 

wherein said operating means section includes a help key for 
allowing the user to select a help function, and said control 
maan a section controls said display means section to display 
15 identification information for *lluwing th e uaai Lu id e ntify 
res pective y identifying each of a. plurality of messages 
displayed on said display means section as a message for which 
wheUibJ. or not details of the message can bi difeyl^ed through 
*r» availab le for Hi splav via the help function. 

Claims 17-19 (Canceled) . 

20. (New) A display control method for an image forming 
apparatus including a memory, a display section and an operating 
section including a help key which is operable by a user to 
instruct the display section to display a help message, said 
5 method comprising: 

controlling the display section to display details of a 
message, which indicates that image formation cannot be started, 
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as the help message, when the help key is operated while the 
message is displayed on the display section; and 

10 controlling the display section to display detailed 

information concerning a setting window, which is used for 
setting at least one condition for formation of an image, as the 
help message, when the help key is operated while the message 
indicating that the image formation cannot be started is not 

15 displayed on the display section. 

21. (New) A display control method for an image forming 
apparatus including a memory, a display section and an operating 
section including a help key which is operable by a user to 
instruct the display section to display a help message, said 

5 method comprising: 

controlling the display section to display details of an 
operation instruction for the user as the help message, when the 
help key is operated while a message that includes the operation 
instruction for the user is displayed on the display section; and 

10 controlling the display section to display detailed 

information concerning a setting window, which is used for 
setting at least one condition for formation of an image, as the 
help message, when the help key is operated while the message 
that includes the operation instruction is not displayed on the 

15 display section. 
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22. (New) A display control method for an image forming 
apparatus including a memory, a display section and an operating 
section including a help key which is operable by a user to 
instruct the display section to display a help message, said 
5 method comprising: 

displaying a message together with identification 
information indicating that detailed information concerning the 
message are available for display, when the detailed information 
concerning the displayed message is stored in the memory; 
10 controlling the display section to display the detailed 

information concerning the message as the help message when the 
help key is operated while the identification information is 
displayed on the display section; and 

controlling the display section to display detailed 
15 information concerning a setting window, which is used for 

setting at least one condition for formation of an image, as the 
help message, when the help key is operated while the 
identification information is not displayed on the display 
section. 
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